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The Swedish system

• 9 million inhabitants, 20 inhabitants/km2, 84% urban population

• 21 County councils under political government responsible for the 
provision of healthcare and pharmaceuticals to their population

• Free pricing of drugs, negotiations with 
-Pharmaceutical Benefits Board (LFN) - reimbursement (prescriptions)
-Each county council for hospital use

• National reimbursement system with a ”stair-case model” and a 
high-cost ceiling

• No concurrence in the wholesaler level

• A state owned pharmacy monopoly in outpatient care (Rx and OTC)
Hospital pharmacy services provided by the same company in
agreement with each county council
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The High-cost staircase
Expenditures within a 12-month period

Card of free

discount

discount

discount

discount

Maximum 
payment

1 800 kr

1 300 kr

1 700 kr

4 300 kr

3 300 kr

1 700 kr

900 kr

Total cost of 
medicines
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TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR PHARMACEUTICALS
PRESCRIPTIONS, HOSPITALS, OTC IN STOCKHOLM COUNTY

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

  
B

ill
io

n 
S

E
K



© Apoteket AB 2005-06-21 Sid 6

TOTAL EXPENDITURES FOR PHARMACEUTICALS
PRESCRIPTIONS, HOSPITALS, OTC IN STOCKHOLM COUNTY

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

19
77

19
78

19
79

19
80

19
81

19
82

19
83

19
84

19
85

19
86

19
87

19
88

19
89

19
90

19
91

19
92

19
93

19
94

19
95

19
96

19
97

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

  
B

ill
io

n 
S

E
K

Generic
substitution

Drug reform

Drugs for obesitas & 
erectile dysfunction 
Excluded reimburs.

Reference 
price system

Increased 
co-paymentPrescription 

fee

New pricing 
system

New unit for 
reimbursement 
(PBB)

Margin decrease
Apoteket –2,5%
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List of licensed medicines

National Repository for Medicinal 
Products (NPL - Nationellt Produktregister för Läkemedel)
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National Repository for Medicinal 
Products (NPL - Nationellt Produktregister för Läkemedel)

• In operation since 2004

• The Medical Products Agency is responsible for development, 
operation and maintenance, every organization is responsible for and 
owner of its own information. 

• Review and verification of product information is performed in an 
application available over the Internet (with secure login). 
The application includes a user interface.

• Updated daily

• All information in Swedish and English

• Publicly available for free through the Internet
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Http://npl.mpa.se
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Data sources on utilization

1. Wholesale statistics (inleveransstatistik) 1977- Apoteket

2. Hospital sales 1985- Apoteket 

3. National prescription register 1998- Apoteket

4. OTC sales 1996- Apoteket

5. Diagnosis and prescription survey 1978-2002 Apoteket...

6. The Jamtland study 1970- Apoteket...

7. The Tierp project 1972- Uppsala univ.

8. National patient identity drug register 2005- Nat. Board of

health & welfare
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Main actors in the process of  DRUGDISTRIBUTIONXXXXX

MANUFACTURERS

HOSPITALS

WHOLESALERS

The PUBLIC

PHARMACIES

1.

2.

3, 4,6,7,8

DOCTORS

5.

VETERINARIES DENTISTS

Points of measurement

Where data on deliveries and prescription of drugs are caught in the distribution network

Distribution of  DRUGS
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Data collection for the Swedish 
National Prescription Register

Personal identific. 
number

-age & sex
-residential area

Prescriber code
Workplace code

-clinic/practice
-organisation
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Transaktion
Patient
  - Birth year and  month
   - Sex
   - Area of living

(Prescriber)
Health care unit
Product Package
Period - date
----------------------------------------
SEK
Number of Prescriptions
Number of packages

Patient
* Identification number
   Area of l iving

Health care unit
 Ident ification code
 Local st ructure

Prescriber
Identification
Speciality

Product Package
ATC
DDD per förp
Other caracteristics

Statistics Prescribing

Listing area

Special  Products

Rekommendation lists

Demography   SCB
* Number of 
individuals

Interaktions

WHO
DDD 
ATC

PRODUCERCONSUMER

PRODUCT PACKAGE
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The future

Positive signs
• The new national register with

patient-identity data for all
prescription drugs dispensed

• National heathcare quality registers 
with diagnostic information

• The construction of databases 
derived from electronical medical 
records

Risks
• The breakdown of the Swedish 

pharmacy monopoly

• The struggle between the state and 
regional healtcare authorities 

• shifting drug supply from 
prescriptions to hospital use


